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Prominent left-handed character Chewbacca the Wookie of “Star Wars” fame throws a 
ceremonial first pitch of the baseball season at Boston’s Fenway Park. Columnist Martin 
Snapp is becoming familiar with how the world is not set up to accommodate southpaws.

This is the most 
difficult column I 
have ever written.

No, I’m not about 
to make some sad 
announcement. 
I’m not retiring, 
and I’m not dy-
ing from some in-
curable disease. I 
mean it literally. 
It’s the most difficult be-
cause I’m doing every-
thing one-handed, thanks 
to shoulder surgery I had 
last week, and it’s not my 
dominant hand either.

So, as a result, I’m try-
ing to write with my left 
hand. Or rather, my left 
index finger. Yes, I’m re-
duced to hunt-and-peck, 
which means typing ev-
ery. single. letter. one. by. 
one. It’s so tedious; but 
bear with me, and we’ll 
try to get through it.

The biggest lesson I’ve 
learned so far is how 
much the world discrimi-
nates against left-handed 
people. And you need to 
look no further than your 
own bathroom. Guess 
which side the toilet pa-
per holder is on? Now, try 
cutting something with 
your regular scissors us-
ing your left hand. It can’t 
be done, can it? If you’re 
a lefty, you need to buy 
a special scissors made 
for left-handers with the 
blades reversed.

Next, try opening a 
door or turning a key in a 

lock with your left 
hand. See how awk-
ward it is? That’s 
because things 
are made to turn 
clockwise to suit 
the convenience of 
the 90 percent of 
us who are right-
handed, not the 10 
percent who aren’t.

You can even see the 
discrimination in the way 
we talk. If you’re good at 
something, you’re called 
“dexterous” (Latin for 
“right”). But if you’re 
called “sinister” (Latin for 
“left”), that means you’re 
a bad guy, like Snidely 
Whiplash. If you’re called 
“gauche” (French for 
“left”), that means you’re 
vulgar or have bad taste. 
But if you’re very adept 
at something, your called 
“adroit,” after the French 
“a droit,” which means to 
the right

I ask you: Is this fair? 
What have lefties ever 
done to deserve this sec-
ond-class treatment?

True, not all of them 
have been saints (al-
though at least one was: 
Joan of Arc), including 
Jack the Ripper, the Bos-
ton Strangler and Osama 
bin Laden. But two of 
the four Beatles (Paul 
and Ringo) were south-
paws, as well as one third 
of the Three Stooges 
(Larry), one fourth of the 
Marx Brothers (Harpo), 

both Everly Brothers, 
Babe Ruth, Marie Curie, 
Bill Gates, Ned Flanders, 
Oprah Winfrey, Cole Por-
ter, Albert Einstein, Mar-
ilyn Monroe, Johnny Rot-
ten, three titans of the 
Renaissance (Leonardo, 
Michelangelo and Rafael), 
baseball pitchers Lefty 
Grove, Lefty Gomez and 
Lefty O’Doul, Kermit the 
Frog and Chewbacca the 
Wookie (and if you don’t 
believe me, check out the 
picture of Chewey throw-
ing the ceremonial first 
pitch at Fenway Park).

And consider this: 
Obama is left-handed. 
Trump isn’t. I rest my 
case.

Or as W.C. Fields (a 
lefty, of course) once said, 
“If the left half of the 
brain controls the right 
half of the body, then only 
left-handed people are in 
their right mind.”

So here’s to you, my 
southpaw sisters and 
brothers. I’m proud to be 
in your company (albeit 
only temporarily; as soon 
as this damn sling is off, 
I’ll skedaddle back to the 
majority side). But as long 
as I’m with you, you have 
my admiration and sym-
pathy for what you have 
to put up with on a daily 
basis. And that’s not a 
left-handed compliment.

Reach Martin Snapp at 
catman442@comcast.net.

Temporary loss of right arm 
causes sympathy for southpaws
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